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FOURTEENTH ANNIVERSARY 


OF THE 


BRITISH AND FOREIGN BIBLE SOCIETY. 


On Wednesday, the sixth of May, 1818, was held, at Free Ma- 


sons’ Hall, London, the Fourteenth Anniversary of the British and 
Foreign Bible Society. 

Among the numerous and ‘respectable assemblage, upon this m- 
teresting occasion, were, The Bishops of Norwich, Gloucester, 
Cloyne, and Derry ; Their Excellencies the Ambassadors from the 
United States of America, and from His Serene. Highness the 
Prince of Hesse Homburg 3 the Earl of Harrowby, Lord Gambier, 
the Right Hon. Nicholas Vanciteart, M. P., Sir Thomas Dyke Ac- 
land, Bart. M. P., Thomas Babington, Esq. M. P., Joseph Butter- 
worth, Esq. M.P., Charles Grant, Esq. M. P., Charles Grant, Jun. 
mm”. M. P., W. 'T. Money, Esq. M. P., William Wilberforce, Esq. 
M. P., Admiral SirJames Saumarez, Bart. K. G. C. B., &c. 

Lord Tiegnmouth, in opening the business of the day, read a 
note from the Bishop of Salisbury, at his Lordship’s particular re- 
2: stating, that he was much mortified at being prevented, by 
illness, from attending the Meeting. 

An Abstract of the Report was read by the Rev. W. Dealtry, 
from which it appeared that the Cash Account stood as follows: 

£ sd. 

Total Net Receipts, exclusive of Sales, 68,359 19 8 

Of which sum, 55,357. 7s. 5d. was contributed 
by Auxiliary Societies. 

Received by Sales, the major part of which was 

for Bibles and Testaments purchased by Bible 
Associations........ : 





18,620 0 2 





86,979 10 11 
Total Net Payments............ 71,099 1 7 


That the issue of Bibles and Testaments, within the year, have been 
89,795 Bibles, 104,306 Testaments; making the total issued by the 
British and Foreign Bible Society, in somewhat less than thirteen 
years, more than TWO MILLIONS of Bibles and Testaments. 


The Right Hon. N. Vansittart, (Chancellor of the Exchequer.) 


“My Lorn, 

“Ttake the liberty of rising, to move that the Report of the Com- 
mittee be received and adopted. And if that were the sole object 
of my addressing you, it would be unnecessary for me to add any 
thing to the impression which * Report itself must have made. 
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I might leave its contents to make their own impression on your 
minds. For I can appeal to all who have heard it, whether a Re- 
port replete with more important facts, and leading to more anima- 
ting conclusions, was ever delivered to this, or any other Society, 
I must be permitted, my Lord,-to take this opportunity of express- 
ing the gratification with which I am again enabled to partake of 
this great feast of Christian benevolence. I must be permitted to 
State the admiration and gratitude with which, in common with 
those around me, I see the great plans of Providence developin 
themselves, and its mysterious purposes apparently about to be ef- 
fected ; and in particular, that we are allowed, and enabled, in how- 
ever humble a degree, to co-operate in so great a work. We 
find, that while the zeal, the liberality, and energy of this Society, 
have in no respect diminished within the British dominions, its 
operations have been widely romp and receiving the most 
energetic aid, among foreign nations. A sarap allude to what 
we have heard respecting the Empire of Russia, and the States of 
America. Can we be too grateful to that Providence which has 
touched the hearts of kings and of statesmen, which has raised up a 
zealous protector and propagator of the Gospel, in the great Sove- 
reign of the North? Can we be too grateful that those extensive do- 
minions, stretching in a solid mass throughout the longitude of one 
half of the circumference of the globe, are about, in the numberiless 
languages spoken in that vast empire, to receive the blessings of 
Christianity ? 

“In the other hemisphere the prospect is equally cheering and 
delightful. Happy, indeed, is the time when the two greatest mari- 
time nations upon earth are seen uniting their numberless fleets, to 
circulate, universally, the glad tidings of the Gospel. If we may 
suppose, my Lord, that the spirits of the just, delivered from the 
burden of the flesh, are allowed, on any occasion, to take a part in 
human affairs, with what delight must they co-operate in a work like 
this; when after the lapse of so many ages, in which the cause of 
truth appears rather, perhaps, to have receded than advanced, we 
find the ice beginning to be melted by the beams of the Sun of 

ighteousness; when we see idolatry and superstition, heathenism 
and ignorance every where yielding to the simple, the inoffensive, 
the benevolent exertions of the Christian Missionary. This spec- 
tacle must be viewed with delight by those who have gone before 
us, and who, many of them, sacrificed their lives, and all offered their 
prayers, for such a consummatidh as we witness. Truly we may 
say, in the language of Scripture, ‘ that many prophets and 
kings have desired to see the things that we see, but have not seen 
pen, eam to hear the things which we hear, but have not heard 

em.’ 


The Bishop of Cloyne. 
“TI rise to second the motion of the Right Honourable Gentleman 
who preceded me. But perhaps it may be expected that I should 
say a few words upon the Se 


usiness which calls us together. I con- 
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gratulate you upon the progress of your exertions to spread the 
name of Christ over the world, to carry into execution, as far as you 
can, the great apostolic commission, ‘ Go and baptize all nations.’ For 
how could they be baptized in the name of Jesus, without first be- 
coming acquainted with the fact which the Bible reveals,—that the 
blessed Jesus is their Saviour ? That there should be persons in this 
country who view our proceedings with suspicion, is to me matter . 
of surprise and concern; especially as I see, among the ranks of 
those who are enemies to our society, the names of scholars whom 
l admire, and of friends whom I love. Yet, conscious how very 
differently the same object strikes all of us, as it appears in different 
lights, I do fot condemn their judgment, while I claim the great 
right of a Protestant minister to consult my own. 

“JT have, however, my Lord, still more to lament, that there 
seems, of late, an increasing spirit of hostility against those of us 
who are Members of the Establishment. At first our opponents 
disputed with us; they then pitied us; and now they censure us. 
One gentleman has ventured to assert, that the whole of our exer- 
tions may be resolved into a fondness for popularity, and indiffer- 
ence to the established church. A little while after, another person 
went much further ; for he declares us to be an Anti-Christian As- 
sociation, formed for Anti-Christian purposes. Now it ap to 
me extraordinary, not to say absurd, that persons, sending the 
Bible to different countries, and disseminating it among the 
at home, should be accused of not believing in the Bible. - 1 con- 
fess 1am shocked at a charge of such a nature, brought against so 
many respectable persons. Gentlemen, Iam a Member of the 
United Church of England and Ireland. I believe its doctrines 
from the bottom of my heart, and I perform its functions; but I 
detest the intolerance which, on account of a shade of difference in. 
doctrine or discipline, would consign any one ta the uncovenanted 
mercies of God. What, Gentlemen, because Luther differed from 
; our church in some respects, was he therefore no Christian? The 
man that first seized the torch which illumined all the west of Eu- 

rope, and taught us to read and understand the Gospel, was he no 
; Christian himself? What shall we say of the different reformed 
, churches in Germany? What of the Church of Scotland—of the 
J Presbytery of Glasgow, which forms so respectable a part of it, 
4 and which has certainly been deeply imbued im the guilt that at- 
taches to our efforts? For, no persons have assisted us more with 
| their purses and with their prayers. And, to come nearer home, 
| Gentlemen, ought such charges to be hastily thrown out against 
. the Prelates of the Established Church? I say nothing as to those 
who are present ; they want no defender: but If may be allowed to 
repel the attack with indignation, as far as it applies to some who 
are absent, and to one who is no more; men who have defended 
the Christian doctrines by their writings, and adorned it by their 
lives; to the venerable names of Porteus, and Burgess, and Bar- 
nington. Are such men not to be Christians ?—I] fancy the respec- 
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table audience I address, the noblemen and gentlemen on the plat- 
form, the merchants of the city, the ministers of state, who have 
come forward, much to their credit, on more than one oceasion, to 
declare their concurrence’ in our principles, will be rather startled 
at hearing that they are none of them Christians? Half Europe 
will be astonished, at the discovery that Mr. Wilberforce is not a 
Christian, Gentlemen, such charges, against such men, can only be 
dismissed from our minds with utter contempt, conscious’as we are 
of the truth of the common maxim, tisat no disputant has recourse 
to hard names until he finds himself deficient in good reasons. 

“ [ must say a few words about another adversary of ours, and I 
will say them, as mildly as. I can;. 1 mean one that appeared some 
months ago, His Holiness the Pope. This respectable personage, 
and respectable he is in many particulars, hascondescended to pub- 
lish a Bull against us. He says, that many heresies will appear, but 
that the most baneful of all heresies is the reading and dissemina- 
tion of the Bible. So, then, te propagate that Book in which 
Christianity is founded, is to propagate heresy. The misfortune 
of this Bull certainly is, that it comes into the world a thousand 
years too late. It might have done some harm in the ninth centu- 
ry, but will have very little effect in the nineteenth; and I am glad 
to know that we have still the countenance of many respectable 
men of that communion. This is not a time or place to say more, 
an‘ I shall leave the subject, with one quotation from St. Paul: 
‘I thank my God, that after, the way which they call heresy, so 
worship I the God of my fathers.’ Proceed in your exertions, 
Gentlemen; God will prosper them; and neither our encmies at 
home, with all their pamphlets, nor the Pope himself, wit all his 

s, nor the great enemy of mankind, with all his arts, will be 
able to prevail against us.” 


His. Excellency. Mr. Rush, Envoy Extraordinary, and Minister 
Plenipotentiary, from the United States of America. 


*T have been requested, since I came here this morning, by one 
of the officers of this Institution, to move that the thanks of this 
Meeting be given to the Right Honourable Lord Teignmouth, Pre- 
sident of this Society. Although sensible of my incompetency to 
this task, I feel, at the same time, that I cannot decline it. Nor 
can 1 help ay hen: the great and solid satisfaction which every 
bosom must feel at this Annivegsary commemoration. Happily, 
there is a common ground upon which all the nations of the world, 
who make up the family of Christendom, can associate together ; 
and it is a still happier and more consoling reflection, that it is a 
ground upon which they can always meet, and ought always to 
meet, as friends and as brothers. Kings, Emperors, Republics, 
whatever the grandeur or the means of their human sway, all look 
upto the same power, are all protected by the same almighty 
hand ; the precepts and the truths contained in the Sacred Volume, 
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which it is the great and the useful purpose of this Institytion to 
disseminate, are such as command the consentaneous reverence of 
all nations: and why ? Those precepts and those truths teach the 
maxims of charity and love, not merely between man and man, but, 
taking a far more extensive ringe, they inculcate peace and good 
will between nation and nation. And hence, the representative of 
another nation, through a kindness so often extended to foreign mi- 
nisters in this metropolis, is permitted to be present at suchacelebra- * 
tion as this. I was a listener to the eloquent reflections with which 
the Report concluded.—They are, they must be, true. The poets 
and orators of Britain may select, if they will, other topies of re- 
nown, but in the sober records of the moralist and the historian, in 
the eyes of other nations, in the eyes of the great family of man- 
kind, the establishment of the British and Foreign Bibie Society 
will ever put forth the purest, the most incontestible titles to the 
first praise. I felt the force of those kind sentiments, in relation to 
the kindred Institution of the country to which I belong, to which 
the Report also has allusion: I felt grateful at the kind manner in 
which these sentiments were received. Iam sure I shall but anti- 
cipate the wishes of the Bible Society of the United States, if I 
return their most grateful thanks. I felt with equal force and gratifi- 
cation, the sentiments uttered by the Right Honourable and distin- 
guished Gentleman who first spoke. May the canvas of the two 
countries spread more extensively over the world the riches of 
Christian benevolence than it does the riches of commerce ; and 
henceforth, may that be their only strife.” 


The Earl of Harrowby, (President of the Council.) 


“It is with peculiar pleasure that I seize this moment of offerin 
myself to your notice, immediately after the speech we have = 
from the representative of the United States of America, because 
Ido not know a more striking proof of that feeling which a Socie- 
ty like this is calculated to excite, and.to spread, than that it should 
fall to my lot, in this metropolis, to have the pleasure of seconding 
a motion made by the Minister of a foreign state. In truth, my 
Lord, it is a strong proof, that in thiscause there is nothing foreign ; 
but from the progress of this Society, and of Societies like this, 
we may be sanguine enough to hope that the period may be a 
pomrhies. (whether with steps more slow, or more rapid, can 

wn only to that Providence which guides every step of it,) when, 
in the true sense of the word, all men shall be one fold, r one 
Shepherd. 

“ My Lord, I had another reason for wishing to take an early op- 
portunity of addressing myself to your Lordship; a reason which 
perhaps reflects some degree of shame upon myself; and it is this, 
that I have not the happiness of being one of those who were ear- 

i din the ranks of this Society : whether, because I was 

ted by many other subjects, or whatever was the cause, such 
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was the fact: and what was it that first directed my attention to 
this subject? It was the sounding of the trumpet ofalarm. Though 
I had not sufficiently attended to the progress of the Society, to 
be myself a competent judge of its proceedings, yet it did strike me, 
asa most singular circumstance, that it should be a subject of 
alarm to that Church which I had always conceived to glory that 
its foundation was the Bible, and its object to spread that Sacred 
Book more extensively ; that that which was a Protestant Church, 
which rested its own defence of separation from the Church of 
Rome, upon the right of private judgment, should hold forth such 
distrust, should hold so much at a distance from itself all those who 
whether right or wrong) had presumed for themselves to exercise 
e same right which the church of England had excercised for 
itself; that it should be deemed, if not a stain, yet a detraction 
from the advantage and benefit of a good work, to partake with 
them in the pursuit of it. But, if there was nothing in argument, 
was there any thing to be found in the conduct of this immense 
Society, which could justify that alarm by fact? To argument up- 
on the subject, I paid every possible attention: to pretend to say 
that I, or any: man, could have read, with deep attention, every 
— that has appeared upon the subject, would be absurd ; 
ut this I can truly say, that I have read, with the best attention in 
my power, every publication that has materially attracted the no- 
tice of the public. I have read every statement of facts on both 
sides of the question which were represented to me as worth read- 
ing; and the deliberate result of that investigation has been, a 
confirmation of the opinion which first struck me, that, so far from 
any danger existing to the Establishment of which Iam a member, 
the union of that Church with this Society only adds to its credit, 
its dignity, and its usefulness, and therefore cannot but add to its 


“ My Lord, I have been unfortunately prevented from arriving 
here early enough to bave more than a cursory view of the Report 
which has been read to you and this assembly. I can only sneak 
of the general impression it has given me; and that impression is 
gratifying in the bighest degree ; it proves that, during a period of 
more than ordinary pressure, whatever retrenchments have been 
a have not applied their economy to the Bible Socie- 
ty; that it has been assisted in every part of the world, by ex- 
ertions nearly corresponding; that its influence has spread to an ex- 
tent, and its great name has arisen in a manner in which no other 
tee bg respectably constituted, or well conducted, could 
have done : no insulated Society, in this country, belonging to one 
peculiar class, be that class what it may, could excite, in all nations, 
and in all countries, and among all sects, the same degree of en- 
thusiastic adherence which has arisen from the very nature of the 
Society before us. How could we successfully call upon them to 
lay aside any of their prejudices ;—to forget for a moment, and 
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for a moment only, their own peculiar predilections, unless we set 
them that example ourselves ? 

“To return to the motion which I have the honour of second- 
ing —To many of us, whose minds have not been so well disciplin- 
ed as your Lordship’s, your situation on this day might be a sub- 
ject o . and exultation: to you, 1 am persuaded, it isa subject 
of humble gratitude to that Providence which has permitted you to 
be the instrument of such extensive, such everduring be 
Others may fully partake of the pleasure arising from the gene 
success of this Society ; but there is one quarter of the globe: 
which your Lordship must look with + poe interest : it must be 
an object of gratification to your mind, to reflect upon the anxiety 
with which, during your presence in India, you endeavoured to 
provide for the temporal welfare of millions ; but with feelings of a 
higher order must you now recollect, that, since your absence, 
your influence in this Society has contributed to diffuse among 
them blessings of a far higher description. That the prospect 
which is open before us may be abundantly more extended, must 
be the object of our wishes and our prayers, and ought also to be 
that of our exertions. 


Lord Teignmouth. , 


“ GenTLemMEN, 


“IT cannot sufficiently express the happiness which I feel, and 
my gratitude to the Author of it, in being permitted once more to 
attend the Anniversary of our Institution, and to rejoice with the 
Members of it on its past success and encouraging prospects. The 
experience of fourteen years has realized the hopes with which the 
Society, in humble dependence upon the divine favour, began its 
career ; and we are now, more than ever, authorised to indulge the 
confidence, that the liberality which has accelerated the exertions, 
and enlarged the operations, of the Society, will never relax while 
the inhabitants of any portion of the earth implore or require its 
assistance. 

“ But while we contemplate the auspicious results of our Institu- 
tion with the delight they cannot fail to inspire ; while we reflect, 
with complacency, on the honour this country has acquired in the 
estimation of foreign nations, by an Institution which has gained 
their respect by the piety, and their affections by the benevolence, 
of its object ; while we rejoice in the distinguished privilege of be- 
ing ourselves the almonersof the bounty of Heaven, and inthe assu- 
rance so well substantiated, that by the distribution of the imperishable 
treasures of divine truth and knowledge, we have been the means 
of enriching those who were poor, of communicating instruction to 
the ignorant, and consolation to the afflicted ; it behoves us, with 
ittee, to ascribe the origin and the whole success of our 

i to Him alone to whom the glory is due : and to say, 
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with, devout gratitude, ‘ Not unto us, O Lord, but unto thy name, 
be the praise.’ . 
“ Our joy thus chastened may be freely indulged ; it springs from 
@ pure source ; it is no selfish gratification, but that chick arises 
from the successful accomplishment of a sacred duty, combining, 
in its object, the glory of God, and the advancement of human 
happiness through time and eternity. 
1 shall not expatiate on these topics before the present assem- 
as motives to perseverance in our great undertaking ; those 
have tasted the luxury of beneficence will want no inducement 
to continue their repast. But if my voice could reach any who 
have not associated themselves with us, I would affectionately say 
to them, borrowing an expression of my Right Honourable Friend, 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer, ‘Come, my christian brethren, 
enjoy with us this feast of benevolence; unite your endeavours 
with ours to give refreshment to the weary and heavy laden pil- 
rims of the earth, to dispense that light which was graciously re- 
vealed tocheerthe despondency of a benighted world. Behold, and 
pity many millions of your fellow-creatures, who are wandering in 
the mazes of idolatrous superstitions; partake with us the duty 
and delightof giving them a guide, which will show them ‘ the way, 
the truth, and the life.’ Look round on countries over which the 
Sun of Righteousness once diffused his lustre, but which are now 
enveloped in the mists of spiritual darkness and ignorance. Join 
your endeavours with ours to restore to them the long intercepted 
light. .Look round also on your numerous brethren who are suf- 
fering affliction, Unite with us in bestowing upon them that which 
will give them real and abiding consolation. he charity in which 
We inyite. your participation is sanctified in its means and its end. 
We distribute not the meat that perishes, but that spiritual food 
which will gladden and invigorate the soul. The effects of your 
benevolence, thus applied, may extend to generations yet unborn; 
and the prayers of those who are benefited by it, may draw down 
ings on yourselves, your children, and your eountry. 
“These sentiments, which 1 trust are too deeply engraven on 
my. heart ever to be obliterated, will afford a test of my unabated 
devotion to the cause in which we are engaged ; and I offer them as 
most. acceptable return in my power for the honour conferred 
upon me by your Resolution.” 


Admiral Sir James Saumarez, Bart. K. G. C. B., in moving the 
Thanks to the Vice-Presidents, efpressed his warm attachment to the 

ject of the Institution ; and declared, that in the whole course of his 
, al experience, he had always found those seamen who read 
the Scriptures, most attentive to their duties, most obedient to their of- 
Sicers, and most courageous in the hour of danger. 


The Rev. Ralph Wardlaw, Secretary of the Glasgow Bible Society. 
“Thirteen years ago, my. Lord, I had the pleasure of being 4 !- 
lent spectator and hearer at the First Anniversary of this Institu- 
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tion; and I should bave been pleased had your Lordship and the 
Committee permitted me the same pleasure on the present occa- 
sion. And yet I know not whether I ought to say so; for while I 
feel a diffidence, which I hope is not affected, in coming forward to 
address such an assembly as this, I do feel, at the same time, @ glow 
of sacred satisfaction and delight, which, in some measure, contri- 
butes to lift me above the fear of man; while I my warm 
and growing attachment to the cause of the British and Foreign 
Bible Society. And I participate in the satisfaction expressed al- 
ready, this day, arising from the progressive triumphs of this Insti- 
tution, from the time of its formation to the present hour. 

“If, my Lord, fifteen years ago, any man had ventured to stake 
the credit of his prophetic sagacity on the prediction that, so soon 
after, a Society should exist, spending atthe rate of Fourscore Thou- 
sand Pounds a Year, in the distribution of the Holy Scripturesalone, 
and surrounded by Auxiliary Societies formed upon the same mo- 
del, he would have been scouted as an enthusiastic visionary ; and 
while we might have smiled at the good man’s sanguine expecta- 
tions, our smiles would have been followed by asigh of regret, that 
anticipations so delightful should only be adream. Yet, my Lord, 
the dream has been realized ; the vision converted into a reality ; 
and our minds are become so familiar with that which we should 
then have regarded as utopian and visionary, that we have almost 
ceased to wonder at its astonishing details. If any thing could 
have impressed our minds with a deeper astonishment, it must have 
been, that such a Society should ever meet with opposition. But, 
my Lord, | consider the cause of the Bible Society as the causeof 
God and truth, and that all opposition to it is like the force of float- 
ing feathers against the rock of the ecean. It has happened to this 
Society, as it has happened to Christianity itself. The opposition 
of its enemies has called forth the zeal, the talents, the argumenta- 
tive eloquence of its friends ; and every fresh assault has only con- 
firmed its stability, and brought forth its righteousness as the li 
and its judgment as the noon day.: Yes, this tree of life, in which 
there is food for all, and the leaves of which are for the healing of 
the nations, has only struck its roots the deeper by the blasts by 
which it has been assailed ; it has extended its branches the more 
widely, and been covered with the more abundant fruits of salvation 
for mankind ; and amidst all the blasts brought upen it, not a leaf of 
its lovely foliage has been given to the wind. Then,my Lord, when 
I consider the object of this Society, and how dear that object 
must be to the God of the Bible, that God who doeth. Rarveililis 
things ; I do not feel that I am presumptuous in ing to this 

titution the language of ancient inspiration ;—‘ When theu pass- 
est through the waters, I will be with thee, and through the fire, 

hou shalt not be burned, neither shall the flames kindle upon thee.’ 
the midst ofall the assaults that can be made on this Society, we 
may sit down and sing Martin Luther’s Psalm, ‘God is our ‘re- 
fuge and strength ;’ and possess ny souls in tranquility and perfect 
peace. 202 
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“ My Lord, I consider the British and Foreign Bible Society as 
having wrested from infidelity two of its favourite sarcasms and re- 
which it has cast upon Christians, The first I allude to 
1s the reproach of supineness 2nd indifference among Christians with 
to that Bible which they profess to believe. Well might 
the infidel be astonished, and we!l might he sneer at Christians who 
professed to believe it, and yet seemed to show so little concern 
about diffusing the knowledge of that Book which they profess to 
regard as the Book of God, and the knowledge of which they con- 
ceive to be connected with the eternal tettbeine of their fellow- 
creatures. “But, my Lord, that reproach is now rolling away, and 
infidels must see that Christians are in earnest about the Bible. 
May we all show the most anxious and increasing zeal to diffuse the 
knowledge of it through the earth. 

“The other reproach I alluded to, my Lord, is the reproach of 
alienation and discord among the friends of the Bible. Certainly 
this Society has contributed most extensively to take from infideii- 
this topic of reproach. I speak for Scotland, when I say that 

is Society has materially changed the aspect of christian society 
there. Multitudes have met, that never met before, and have won- 
dered how they could agree so well. They have looked one ano- 
ther in the face, have embraced one another in the arms of peace, 
affection, and love ; and joined hand and heart in the diffusion of 
that Bible which is the charter of our spiritual liberties, the bond of 
our social union, and the ground of our hopes for eternity. 

“No feature of the present times strikes me as more interesting 
than the fact, that the zeal of Christians to give the Bible, is so re- 
markably meeting, throughout the whole world, with a zealous de- 
sire to receive it. And that desire to receive it appears to spring 
from a principle of want. 

* There seems to be a general feeling getting abroad in the world 
of the unsatisfactoriness and emptiness of the idolatry and supersti- 
tion of paganism. There seems to be an agitated state of mind, 2s 
if the whole world was saying, ‘ Wherewith shall I come befcre 
the Lord, and bow myself before the most high God?” Whatever 
be the distress of man, it is distress which the Bible relieves. It is 
sent to men, whether savage or civilized ; to men in every conceiva- 
ble condition, whatever be their wants, whatever their distresses, 
whatever their necessities. Now whence has come this solace for all 
the woes of men, and this relief for all their fears, and especially in 
reference to the prospects which lie before them in a future world? 
Whence has it come but from Him who has adapted his Gospel to 
our necessities? ‘ As it is appointed unto men once to die, and after 
death the j ; 50 Christ was once offered to bear the sins of 


many, and to them that look for him, he shall come the second time 
i sin unto salvation. I look upon the present assembly, my 

d, as the celebration of the triumphs of this Society. And it 1s 4 
day, Il confess, to which I have looked forward with longing delight. 
Leonsider it as the celebration of the past triumphs of this Society, 
as well as the happy anticipation of what it is yet, through the bles:- 
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ing of Heaven, to accomplish. 1 cannot help viewing our present 
Meeting as a kind of annual festival held upon the summit of «a 
mountain. We come up with our hearts glowing with mutual love, 
and we meet at the top with shouts of joy and praise. Here we rear 
our altar to God, here we plight our common fidelity to the cause of 
the Bible. From thiselevation we cast an eye abroad upon the pe- 
rishing world, upon the millions of our fellow-creatures yet destitute 
of the Bible, who are ‘living without God and withcut Christ, and 
without hope in the world.’ Here we raise our signal to the surround- 
ing nations, and we inscribe upon it, ‘ Glory to God in the highest, 
on earth peace, and goodwill to men;’ while it is seen and hailed 
with rapturous delight from afar, it is communicated from pole to 
ea with the rapidity of lightning, and ‘ distant mountains catch the 

ing joy.’ 

Me al just advert, my Lord, to the grand principle of this So- 
ciety, to circulate the Bible without note or comment. I rejoice 
in this principle ; but it involves another, a prineiple which every 
Protestant should be forward to avow ; that the Bible itself is:able 
to make men wise unto salvation, through faith, which is in Christ 
Jesus. I rejoice in this principle too, because it is an article that 
ties together all the Bible Societies, and Auxiliary Societies, and 
Branch Societies, and Associations, in Britain, and Europe, and 
throughoutthe world. If you trench upon this sacred principle, my 
Lord, you destroy the blessed charm that binds the whole together. 
If you trench upon this sacred principle you overthrow our altars 
which we have erected to the God of the Bible. You silence our 
shouts of praise; we must then descend to our respective settlements, 
with hearts deeply grieved, and inscribe on our Society, ‘Ichabod ;’ 
the glory is departed ; the glory is departed from Britain, for the 
Bible Society isno more. When I say so, my Lord, I do.not use 
language stronger than expresses the feelings of my mind ; for I do 
consider the British and Foreign Bible Society as one of the prin- 
cipal glories of the age in which we live, and of the nation to which 
we belong. I consider it as the brightest gem in the diadem of 
Britain, as the most brilliant ray in the glory that encircles her head. 
My Lord, if you keep sacredly to the principle just adverted to, I 
think I may pledge myself for Caledonia. And I hope thete is net 
a North Briton who will not join his hand in the pledge. I pledge 
myself, she will utter her voice, and lift up her beaten high, in 
behalf of the Bible Society. She will do more than this; she will 
open her treasures, and present her gifts, not of frankincense and 
myrrh, for these her soil does not yield: yet, my Lord, her sons are 
distinguished for the faculty which, by a sort of Midas-touch, turns 

thing to gold; and of that gold, the British and Foreign Bi- 
ble Society shall never want its due proportion.” 

The Lord Bishop of Norwich, on moving Thanks to the Royal 

| Dukes, spoke as follows : 
“My Lorps anp GentLemen, 


“I shall not attempt to bestow upon these illustrious personages 
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the eulogiums to which they are so justly entitled. Their claims 
to our grateful regard are known to the whole of this assembly. On 
the Fourteenth Anniversary of this incomparable Institution, it caa- 
not be necessary for me to point out either its nature or its design. 
If we take a view of almost every part of the habitable world; if we 
confine our view to the state of the Christian world; and still more, 
if we look at what is passing under our eye io this United Kingdom, 
we have ample cause to be thankful to Providence for the benefits 
arising from this excellent Institution. That truly great man, the 
Emperor of Russia, in a letter to the Governor General of Finland, 
which was published in one of your Reports, says, with great truth, 
that religion is the only method of raising the morals of a people; 
and that, when maintained with purity, it is the firmest bulwark of 
astate. ‘I therefore,’ says this illustrious Prince, ‘give a part of 
that property which has lately been applied t6 the purposes of the 
State to defray the expense of publishing, in Finland, a Finnish Bi- 
ble, that every one of my subjects, however poor, may have the ad- 
e and the consolation of being in the possession of a Bi- 

ble.’ Owing to the exertions of this Institution, this sentiment now 
vails where, from the palace to the cottage, and the effects 

of it cannot fail to be soon very visible ; and indeed they are so in 
a greatdegree already. We may fondly anticipate their effects in 
the diminution of juvenile offences ; and in reducing the number of 
those capital executions which have brought upon our Statute Book 
the reproach of being sanguinary. For, most assuredly, Gentlemen, 
‘righteousness exalteth a nation, and sin is the reproach of a people,’ 

must be, sooner or later, their ruin.’ 


The Lord Bishop of Gloucester. 


“T have been requested to second the motion which has just 
been read'to you ; and I could do it successfully, without attempt- 
ing to add another word to the forcible remarks which the Bishop 
of Norwich has laid down; at the same time, I cannot but recollect, 
that the first time | addressed this assembly, it was on the subject o! 
2 similar Resolution of Thanks to those illustrious persons; and | 
cannot but press upon your consideration the proofs we lhiave of 
their resemblance to their revered parent, in one point: namely, 

rseverance. He was, as we know, through a reign of peculiar 
length, and most remarkable trials, pre-eminent for his inflexible 

erence to what he conceived.to be his duty. When once his 
decision was formed on mature consideration, he never suffered 
himself to be drawn away by the influence of persuasion, or deter- 
red by the fear of reproach. Those illustrious persons have, in this 
respect, shown themselves worthy children of such a father. They 
have, in fact, seen nothing in the objections which have been made 
to this Society to induce them to withdraw ; and nothing in the 
Society itself but what should encourage them to proceed. 
The voice of objection seems to have been, in some measure, SI- 
lenced in'this country; or at least, in that part of the Empire !n 
which we now are ; it seems to have retreated, in a degree, to an0- 
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ther part of the Empire, from which, I rejoice to say, we have had 
a representation to day, which has shown us that such objections 
have little orno effect upon the generality of its inhabitants. ‘These 
objections have sprung from persons who have been converts from 
a church which objects to the free circulation of the Bible. 

‘But these illustrious persons have seen enough, I am ae 
suaded, to encourage them to persevere in the support of this 
tution. They have seen in it an inflexible adherence to principle; 
They have seen in it effects of the most peculiar importance to the 


welfare of society. They have seen in it this effect, that, where a 


variety of circumstances occur to produce disturbance in a at ager 
district, there has been a marked distinction between the conduct of 
those connected with the Bible Society, and of those who are not. 
In the one they have seen contented submission to privations, and 
deeided loyalty ; and in the other, alas ! they have seen the exact re- 
verse of these dispositions. They have likewise seen the vast build- 
ing erected in Russia, under the auspices of the Noble Sovereign of 
the North. They have seen, likewise, the immense extension of the 
Society through what I may truly call, in a peculiar sense, a sister 
country ; a country whose sisterhood has been pre-eminently mani- 
fested in the eloquent encomium which you have heard from the 
American Ambassador. These illustrious persons, then, have seen 
nothing to induce them to withdraw, and every thing to 

them to continue their patronage. Let me then intreat’ you, my 
Lords, and Gentlemen, to follow, in this respect, their example; to 
cleave closer and closer to an J stitution which is so admirably 
adapted to communicate to each individual that principle of 

ness which has the promise of the life that now is, and of that which 
is to come ; which, while it fixes our minds in faith upon God and 
the Saviour, has, at the same time, such a tendency to promote all 
the duties of social life—to make us sound members of Society, and 
happy in ourselves.” 


The Rev. Robert Newton, in moving the Resolution of thanks to the 
Committee, observed, 


That the Anniversaries of Public Institutions were occasions of 
no ordinary interest : the friends of each Institution were solicitous 
to know what had been done, in the course of the year, towards real- 
izing the proposed object; the report of success was hailed with 
feelings of joy and exultation ; and mutual congratulation followed 
by mutual pledges of renewed and continued exertion. But among 
all'the Anniversaries celebrated in this metropolis, or elsewhere, that 
of the British and Foreign Bible Society stood unrivalled in the es- 
timation of the religious public. It was an Anniversary celebrated 
not by one party only, but by all parties ; exciting a lively interest, 
presenting an imposing spectacle, and providing a rich re 

In whatever light he viewed the British and Foreign Bible Soci- 
ety, he could not but regard it as the work of'God. ‘The simplici- 
ty of its nature strongly indicated the divinity of its original. Pious 
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and benevolent men had, in different ages and countries, devised 
various methods of doing good ; but their plans had been fettered 
| prejudices, and encumbered by insuperable difficulties. 
rent bodies of Christians could not unite without violating 
some conviction, or sacrificing some principle. At last, an Institu- 
tion had been formed, which proposed the greatest possible good, 
be Pc the most simple, and therefore the most unexceptiona- 
: an Institution, whose specific_and exclusive object was the 
ciréulation of the Holy Scripturés, at home and abroad, without 
Note or Comment; and whichy therefore, afforded a common 
ig on which all denominations of Christians could consistent- 
'y meet, and find'scope for co-operation without compromise. 
He could not but trace the same divine agency, in the manner 
in which the operations of the society had been conducted. When 
persons united together in any secular enterprise, how frequently 
was the harmony broken by clashing interests and conflicting pas- 
sions! Even religiouscommunities were not free from those whose 
ct it was to sow discord, and cause divisions. But, though the 
ishvand Foreign Bible Society numbered among its members 
and’friends persons of every gradation in society, and every diver- 
sity of profession in religion, the harmony“of the Institution had 
never been disturbed. The high and heavenly employment which 


it prescribed, rose far above the minor distinctions by which reli- 
gious bodies are characterized ; and when any of the peculiarities 
of party pleaded for a little more notice, the answer returned was, 


“Pam doing a great work, I cannot come down.’ If there were 
any Strife, it was the glorious strife of doing good ; if any rivalry, 
it was the noble rivalry of christian charity. Sven in vindicating 
the Society from those charges which misconception or prejudice 
hadpreferred, its advocates had not dipped their pens in the gall 
of 'feséntment : in contending for the Bible in the spirit of the Bi- 
ble, they had exemplified the great precept of our common Mas- 
ter, ‘I say unto you, love your enemies.’ In fact, opposition bad 
defeated its own design; it had done so by the attention to the 
Society which it had awakened, the christian spirit with which it 
had been encountered, and the able vindications which it had 
drawn forth ; and if for a moment a dark shade had beea cast over 
the Institution, it only occasioned a brighter burst of splendour as 
it advanced towards the zenith of its glory. 

Nor could he forbear remarking a similar providential agency, 
when he viewed the Society in cOnnexion with the country which 
gave it birth. The Institution, might have been formed in some 
other country; but what country on the face of the earth could Lave 
furnished those facilities for extensive and successful operations 
which. Britain afforded ? Britain had at once the opportunity and 
the ability for doing good on a grand and extensive scale. Her 
opportunity was furnished by the intercourse which, through her 
commercial transactions, her maritime connexions, and her milita- 
ry stations, she maintains with almost every part of the world. It 
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were grovelling, indeed, to presume that the opportunity afforded 
by such intercourse, was pA na to promote her secular gain, and 
not rather to enable her to communicate to nations, the most re- 
mote, the inestimable and imperishable blessings of our common 
Christianity. Her ability, also, arising from the same sources, had 
obviously the same design. Why was she so eminently distinguish- 
ed on the scale of nations? Was it that she might appear in the 
stern and commanding aspect of a conqueror? Was it not that she 
might pe seen in the lovely and imposing attitude of a Bene~ 
factress : 


* That, where Britain’s power 
‘Is felt, mankind may feel her mercy too.’ 


In this view of the subject, he thought he saw the hand of God, 
in disposing the British public to support an Institution whose ob- 
ject was to send the word of God to the extremities of the earth. 
To aid this generous undertaking, the humble mechanic was com- 
ing forward with his pence, and the wealthy merchant with his 
pounds, Females, to the honour of their sex, were i 
their powerful influence to this holy cause; and he was happy to 
bear his testimony to the prudence, as well as the zeal, which mark- 
ed the conduct of the Ladies of Liverpool in this great work. 
The brave defenders of their country were leading the van in this 
rapid, but bloodless march of the Gospel of Peace. Senators were 
employing their powerful talents in advocating the cause of reveal- 
ed truth. Nobles were adding brilliancy to their coronets, by patro- 
nizing the work of Him who is King of kings, and Lord of lords. 
Right Reverend Prelates, in conformity with their dignified and 
sacred character, were laying their mitres at the foot of the cross; 
and Princes of the Blood were doing homage to Him who is the 
Prince of the kings of the earth. Ifa reason for all this were de- 
manded, it would be found in the language of the prophet :-—* Thy 
menple shall be willing in the day of thy power.’ Nor would this 
work be overthrown: the winds might tee, the rains descend, 
and the storms beat, against this temple of charity; but it would 
stand ; for it had been raised by a Divine Architect : it would stand ; 
for it was a building fitly framed, and compacted together : it 
would stand ; for it was founded upon arock, 


The Rev. Dr. Henderson. 


“My Lord, in rising to second this Resolution, I sincerely re- 
joice inthe opportunity which it affords me of redeeming the pledge 
which I have given to various Bible Societies, and to numerous indi- 
vidual friends of this Institution, in different parts of the North of 
Europe. That pledge, my Lord, consists in a promise, that on 
returning to my native country, and especially if I should have the 
honour of addressing the Parent Society, f would express to you, 
my Lord, as if$ revered President, the high sense of gratitude, and 
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of obligation, with which they are penetrated for the noble exam- 
ple: which — have set them in the establishment of Bible Socie- 
ties; for the encouraging and animating letters which you have 
exchanged with them in the course of your correspondence ; and 
above all, for the liberal and munificent*aid with which you have 
encouraged and assisted their exertions ; and for that rich supply 
of copies of the Holy Scriptures with which you have provided 
the inliabitants i of those kingdoms. I regret, my Lerd, that they 
should have choset an interpreter so little competent to convey 
to this assembly an adequate idea of their gratitude; but if the 
smallest weight can be attached to the plain, unvarnished, and sim- 
oa testimony of an eye witness, and if his statement of facts, which 

ave come under his own observation, can in any measure tend to 
strengthen a conviction in the minds of the friends of this Institu- 
tion, of the great good resulting from the foreign operations of the 
British and Ponien Bible Society, most cheerfully do I come 
forward to furnish you with that testimony. 

It is, I-doubt not, my Lord, still fresh in the memory of many 
ne Oe the year 1814 I proceeded, at the request of 
the € i . a this Society, to the distant Island ef arany for 
the purpose of distributing your bounty among its worthy but ne- 
chtebons inhabitants. We had baal eatedibtcnd to hear of the 
early and successful applicationof the Icelanders tothe study of lit- 
erature, and of the asylum which their Island afforded to the sci- 
ences;‘atva period when the darkest gloom covered the rest of the 
European horizon. And itis a fact which forms a perfect anoma- 
ly in the history of our species, that, in spite of all the physical 
evils with which they have been visited, the Icelanders are still at- 
tached *to learning, and may at present boast of a strength and 
acuteness’ of intellect, and a stock of general knowledge, superior 
to what'we meet with among people in similar circumstances in 
any other part-of the civilized world: And this, my Lord, must ap- 

‘the more surprising, when we reflect, that there does not exist 
a single school for children in that Island. But though there be 
not a school for the tuition of youth, yet it is a remarkable fact, 
that there is scarcely to be found a boy or a girl who has reached 
the age of nine cr ten years, that cannot read and write with fa- 
cility. I mention this, my Lord, to show how well the Icelanders 
were qualified for making a due and proper application of that gift 
which was conferred upon them by your bounty. During the win- 
ter which I was obliged to spend-among them, I found that those 
copies of the Scriptures which had been brought into circulation 
were perused every evening in the family circle. Passages of the 
Old Testament were read by some good reader in the family, 


while they were engaged at work ; and after the occupations of 


the evening were brought to aclose, the sacred volume was then 

emplo ed at their family devotions. — Pn 
The spirit of joy and gratitude ng gee by the Icelanders, 0 

receiving copies of the word of God, 1 have also had repeated op- 
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portunities of witnessing in other countries in the North of Europe : 
and if it were necessary to add any thing to the interesting details, 
that have’been laid before you this day, relative to Denmark and 
Sweden, I would simply advert to one circumstance, which is, the 
celebration of the Third Anniversary of the Reformation by Lu- 
ther. This event peer to have called the attention of thousands, 
and tens of thousands, in the Lutheran Church, to the importance of 


the Sacred Scriptures ; and I may mention one fact, which, { doubt, 


not, will prove gratifying to your Lordship, and this company, that by 

order of the Swedish overnment, a collection was made, on the 
day of the Jubilee, in every Church throughout that kingdom, for 
the purchase and distribution of Bibles among the poorer part of 
the population. 

“ It is no less remarkable, my Lord, than gratifying, to be able to 
assert, that from this favoured spot, where we are now assembled, 
to the Capital of the Russian Dominions, all wish well to the Bri- 
tish and Foreign Bible Society. That whvle extent of country 
constitutes Bible Society ground. It is impossible for any friend 
of the Bible Society to proceed to Petersburgh, either by the nor- 
thern route through Sweden, or along the southern shores of the 
Baltic, without meeting with a Bible Society, an Auxiliary Society, 
a Branch Society, or a Bible Association, in every town of any note 
through which he passes, And on his arrival in the Metropolis of 
that vast Empire, what a spectacle is presented to his view, by the 
Committee of the Russian Bible Society ! He there beholds a num- 
ber of individuals of the most distinguished rank in the Empire, 
combining their talents and energies for the furtherance of that great 
object, to promote which we are this day assembled. That Society, 
which was first established through your encouragement, and your 
aid, I am happy to say, from what I saw myself, is going on from 
strength to strength. The most potent Auxiliary Societies have been 
formed in the central towns of the different Governments, of which, 
few claim greater attention than that formed at Tobolsk, in the very 
heart of Siberia, a portion of the glohe which was once thought to 
be impenetrable to the Scriptures; yet in the very centre of that 
almost interminable wilderness, has the ‘ Rose of Sharon’ been plant- 
ed with every prospect of prolific effect. 


[Here Dr. Henderson proceeded to give a circumstantial account 
of the strong impression made on two Tartar Noblemen, by reading 
Gospel of St. Matthew in the Calmuck dialect.) 


“My Lord, it also appears, that the Spirit of God is paving the 
way for the introduction of our exertions into Mahomedan countries. 
A young man lately visited Orenburg, where he received a copy of 
the Tartar New Testament, which, there is reason to hope, ng Lens 
blessed to his conversion. He and his parent had paid a visit to 
the Tomb of the Prophet, and afterwards retired into Egypt, where 
his father died at the advanced nee of 105 years. Perceiving death 

z 





eben a ee 


306 24th General Meeting of the 


approach, he called his son to him, and said, ‘ Son, if thou wilt be 
happy, followmy advice: there is one book, and one book alone, 
which contains the only directions forthe attainment of true felicity, 
that book is the New Testament.’ The copy of the New Testament, 
which had been put into his hands, is one of those printed at the 
expense of the British and Foreign Bible Society. 

“J cannot sit down, my Lord, without assuring you, and the 
Meeting, of the sincere pleasure it gives me to witness the growing 
interest that is excited on behalf of the great object of this Institu- 
tion; and I do this the rather, because I am soon to proceed to 
foreign countries, to report what is doing in my native Island in 
furtherance of this great cause ; and when, my Lord, in the course 
of a short period, I shall have arrived at the place of my destina- 
tion, in Astrachan; or when [ am crossing the vast steppes of in- 
dependent Tartary, in order to carry to distant nations the fruits 
of your benevolent exertions, with what feelings of gratitude and 
delight, shall I not then be able to look back to this happy day! 
And cially, with this idea I shall be enabled to combine ano- 
ther, that the prayers of the friends of the Bible Society are 
ascending to Heaven in behalf of its agents, who are employed in 
foreign s, that the Great Head of the Church would endow 
them with wisdom and prudence, with zeal, fortitude, and perseve- 
rance ; enabling them to go forward in their exertions for ushering 
in that happy, that glorious period, the dawn of which, we trust, 
we have already beheld ; when ‘the light of the moon shall be as 
the light of the sun, and the light of the sun shall be seven-fold, as 


the light of seven days.” 


[To be Contimued.} 
9 eR 


[The Religious Publications for June, containing an account of the Great Ao- 
niversary Meetings held in London in May, which we have lately received, 
are replete with highly interesting intelligence. Extracts from them will ap- 
= in course in our subsequent pages, as copiously as the extent of this pu- 
ication will allow. We have been under the necessity of excluding from this 
Number interesting domestic matter, in order to give, as much as practicable 
in a body, the elegant and edifying addresses delivered at the Anniversary of 
the Brit:sh and Foreign Bible Society, and that of the Missionary Society in 
London.} 


THE TWENTY-FOURTH GENERAL MEETING 
OF THE 


MISSIONARY SOCIETY IN LONDON. 


SPA FIELDS CHAPEL 
Was much crowded on Thursday morning, when the Annual 
Meeting of the Society for the dispatch of business was held. Wi- 
liam Alers Hankey, Esq. the treasurer, was requested to take the 
chair ; a hymn was sung, and the Rev. Mr. Browning prayed !o! 
the presence and blessing of God on the Society and its operations. 
The plan of the Society, agreed upon at its first establishmen' 
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was then read by the Rev. Mr. Platt, together with the fundamental 
principle of the Society, disclaiming all party and sectarian views. 

Mr. Robert Steven then stated, that several other Missionary 
Societies having been formed since the institution of this m 1795, 
some afason had arisen for want of a title more distinetive than 
that which was then adopted; and that other societies, at home and 
abroad, having generally given us the appellation of the London 
Missionary Society, he proposed, and it was re agreed, 
that hereafter, in all the publications of the Society, its Title shalf 
be thus expressed ;—‘T'he Missionary Society, instituted in the year 
1795, usually called The London Missionary Society.’ 

The Report of the proceedings of the Directors for the past year, 
but considerably abridged, was next read by the secretary, assisted 
by his son, the Rev. H. F’. Burder. 

The Treasurer then presented a detailed account of the Re- 
ceipts and Disbursements of the Society for the year ending March 
$1, 1818. Not having room for particulars, we can now only state 
the gross amount of the receipts from subscriptions, Collections, 
&ec. which is £22,132 1s 6d}.* 

Dr. Bogue,then moved, that the Report be received, approved, 
and printed, according to the diseretion of the Directors. 

e Doctor began by expressing that he felt a difficulty in speak- 
ing on a subject, part of which related to himself: he therefore 
moved, that ‘ Every other part of the Report should be received.’ 
Idoubt not, said he, that what you have heard, relating to the 
pirces of ‘the Gospel, wil! fill every heart with the liveliest joy. 

@are met on a most solemn occasion, and should consider our- 
selves in the presence of the Lord Jesus Christ, engaged to 
mote his cause in the world, and to extend the borders of his 
kingdom, to the remotest ends of the earth. And I trust there has 
been many a prayer offered up, that a double portion of the Holy 
Spirit may be poured out open us, and that we may speak, and 
hear, on subjects relating to Missions, with all that solemnity, and 

with all that ardent zeal for advancing the cause of Christ, which 
those who are redeemed by bis blood ought to feel. 

We met in this place at the commencement of the Society, in 
the year 1795. Those of us that were then present, may recollect 
what were then our feelings. And what are they now? Have we 
been disappointed? No; far from it. We have reason to adore 
the goodness of God, that the Saviour has smiled upon our under- 
taking, and displayed the highest approbation of it. What has 
been contained in the Report, presents to us a most delightful scene. 
And that Report is strengthened by letters which I have received 
from the Missionaries themselves ; and when I read of their dili- 
gence in learning languages, of their zeal in-preaching, of their 
pains in translating the scriptures, and their care to cireulate tracts, 
and to establish schools, and of their interesting journies to dis 


tant places to preach the Gospel, 1 count it a matter of the live- 


* Upwards of ninety-eight thousand dollars. 
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liest joy. Ihave no fear relating to ultimate success. Here are 
the means employed, and the promise of God has secured to us his 
blessing. 

Some think there is nothing done until they hear of success, 
But suppose a ship were lying at anchor in the harbour, day after 
day—a ship that is sea-worthy, and well manned, and laden with a 
cargo of the finest wheat, for a distant part of the world, to feed 
the needy inhabitants—an ignorant landsman might say, ‘Why 
continue here so long? She will never be able to reach the destin- 
ed port.’ A sailor might reply, ‘ Do you not know that the wind 
has been contrary ?—by-and-by it will be favourable, and then we 
shall make progress.’ Now, thus it is with respect to the success o/ 
the gospel.. Where its ministers are labouring we may expect, 
with confidence and assurance, that when all is prepared, the Spirit 
of God will breathe on our labour, and then glorious effects will be 
produced. 

But while we have the joy of witnessing extensive and diligent 
labours, we have also the, joy of remarkable success. What a 
scene is presented in ‘the Society Isles !"—the most unlikely of the 
human race, for savageness, sensuality, and every thing that de- 
grades the human character—the most unlikely people, according 
to.all human appearance, to be converted. What praise is due to 
those men who waited so patiently, and did not wait in vain. And 
now such a scene is presented as the world has not of late years 
brought to view. Idolatry is renounced ; fifty places of worship 
have been erected in the Island of Taheite alone ; and the other 
islands are embracing the gospel ; casting away their gods, whi 
are no gods : the Sabbath is observed—family worship attended to: 
thousands learning to read. What a picture !—what spiritual glo 
ry !—what delightful prospects! Who, after this, wilk doubt the 
success of missions, and say, ‘ the time is not come for the Lord’s 
housé to be built °” 

The accounts from South Africa contain likewise the most pleas- 
ing prospects. They present to us the rudest of the human race, in 
various places, embracing the gospel, cultivating their fields, becom- 
ing rational beings, as well as Christians; and advancing their com- 
fort in this world, while they enjoy a prospect of happiness in the 
world to come. O! what a blessing is the gospel to mankind even 
in the present life. 

There are two different ways in which God works with respect to 
the success of the gospel. Sometimes he grants success at first. No 
sooner is the gospel preached, than conversions take place. At other 
times a ilissionary may appear to labour in vain, but it is not in 
vain. . All that time truths are entering into the mind, enlightening 
and working upon the conscience; and afterwards, by the blessing 
of God upon their labours, conversions have followed close one upon 
another ; and the great Head of the church has shewed this, that the 
minister was not before labouring in vain ; but that he was breaking 
up the fallow ground, and the field was preparing for that crop which 
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afterwards covered it. This should encourage us, and excite in us a 
spirit of prayer, that the blessiug of God may attend the cause of 
missions. 

We have great encouragement to proceed, and ground of congra- 
tulation, in what our eyes have seen, as to the labours and success 


of our Missionaries, and that the spirit of the Christian world has . 


been aroused to unite in this work of advancing the kingdom of 
Christ. How many societies have sprung up since ours! We have 
stirred up the spirit of Christians abroad—In Holland, in Switzer- 
land, in Germany, and above all, in America! And how many have 
been stirred up at home? One denomination and class has been es- 
tablishing a Mitdeeery Society after another, until, shall 1 say? the 
last has now appeared: and the dignitaries of the Established 
Church are preparing, on a large and extensive scale, to send Mis- 
sionaries to India and Ceylon. May God give them success! Who 
will speak against missions now, and call them enthusiastic? It is no 
small thing that the minds and dispositions of men are so changed ; 
if we go on, at this rate, we know not where we shall stop; there will 
be the adding of one thing to another, until that glorious season, 
when all the ends of the earth shall see the salvation of our God. We 
are now surrounded by many other Missionary Societies: and that 
consideration imposes duties upon us, to behave aright to those that are 
members of the same family. Here let us not be wanting. We shall 
go straight forward in the path of duty, and not be jostled out of the 
way by any, but pursue those methods we consider the gospel teach- 
es us, in order to carry on our plans, for the advancement of the cause 
of Christin the world. But while we do this, let us shew a pleasant 
disposition to others. Let us beware of boasting—let us not cry, 
We are the people—we are the fittest to translate the scriptures, and 

mote missions. Away with such contemptible boastings as these ! 

t us, with humility and gratitude, acknowledge all the success with 
which God is pleased to favour us, but let there be no spirit of boast- 
ing. Nor should there be any detracting from others. We are not 
rivals, we are fellow-labourers of the same master, and should have 
the spirit of brethren. How mean should we be, saying, Such a 
Missionary Society has this bad thing, and the other bad thing— 
away with such a spirit as this. ‘There will be faults in Missiona- 
ries of all denominations; all will have their mistakes, and they will 
become wiser-by the events that occur. 

And let usnot withhold from any the due fame that they are entitled 
to. It is unbecoming to have a niggardly spirit, and to withhold 
due praise from others, because they labour not with us. A very 
wise and good proposal was made by our respected friend, respecting 
an alteration in the name of the Society. hen it was instituted, it 
stood nearly alone—it was a General Society, and the name was by no 
means improper : but other Societies have arisen. It is now highly 
proper that we should take a name that may not be thought assumi 
or mproper. Let us seek to maintain a spirit of good will to all 
I endeavour.to inculcate on the Missionaries a liberal spirit, free, af- 
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fectionate ; to act according to their own judgment; not to be warp- 
ed by any, but to maintain affection to all. And I desire them not 
to shew a mean, paltry spirit—to proselyte others, in foreign coun- 
tries, to their own peculiar opinions in lesser matters ; but to consi- 
der others as brethren, to let them follow their own judgment; and 
to act in all things with a dignity that becomes the servants of the 
Lord Jesus Christ. We are peculiarly called to this, because our 
Society is not a Sectarian Society, but a Christian one, grounded 
on the general principles of the gospel. We send not out Missiona- 
ries to establish any one sect or denomination, but to form their con- 
verts according to that method they think most agreeable to the word 
of God. As then we stand on ’vantage ground as to the liberality 
of our principles, let it be manifested in the liberality of our conduct. 
If we are to have any emulation, let it be to excel. If we can excel 
in a laudable, Christian way, then we do right. Let us seek to excel 
in the wisdom of our plans, in the choice of our fields of labour, in 
the piety and qualifications of our Missionaries—and, above all, let 
us labour to excel in the fervour of our prayers, that the glorious gos- 
pel may be spread from the rising to the setting of the sun ; and that 
our Missionaries may have a double portion of the Spirit upon them, 
and their jabours be crowned with the most extensive success. | 
move that the Report, &c. 


Rev. Mra. Warpuaw. 


I rise, Sir, most cordially, to second the motion which has now 
been made, with the addition of that part of it which the venerable 
Tutor of the Academy where the Missidnaries are trained, has mo- 
destly omitted. We embrace, therefore, the whole of the motion, 
That the Report, in all its parts, be received, adopted, and circulat- 
ed, for the information of the Christian community. 

-The Report which we have heard, Sir, appears to me as a practical 
commentary on a similitude used in the Scriptures, the full meaning 
of which we cannot, perhaps, in our colder climate, perfectly ap- 
eed It is bettter understood in warmer climates, as my Alrican 

iend beside me (Mr. Campbell) has often observed : ‘as cold wa- 
ters toa thirsty soul, so is good news from a far country.’ We have 
been hearing good news, which must excite, in every Christian bo- 
som, the feelings of wonder, love, and praise. And were there no 
other reason why this report should be printed and circulated, than 
that we may communicate to our fellow Christians our own feelings 
of delight, that would be sufficient. But we have a more important 
reason than even this, which is, that by the communication of sucl 
intelligence as that we have now heard, we are to keep alive, and to 
stimulate the zeal and the liberality of the Christian community. 
Addresses may be delivered, and addresses may be printed and cit- 
culated ; but after all, 1 apprehend that facts are the best arguments, 
and the most powerful stimulants. And when we exhibit such facts 
to the public as have now come before ourselves, we apprehend | 
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will be impossible for those who feel as Christians to withhold their 
zealous efforts and liberal contributions for the farther aid of this 
ious cause. 
Thirteen years ago, Sir, I had the pleasure of being present at 
the Annual Meeting of this Society; and it is now my delight to 
witness the increasing interest which since that time has been exci- 


ted. The meeting was then held in a place comparatively small; . 


and Tam not sure whether that place was entirely filled. I rejoice 
that there is now, as this large assembly proves, so much more ex~ 
tensive an interest felt in this metropolis, in the cause of Christian 
missions. I rejoice in the increased regard paid to the objects of 
this Society. And I canaot think of this great metropolis without 
remembering the words of the Christian poet— 

¢O! thou resort and mart of all the earth, 

§ Chequered with all complexions of mankind, 

‘ And spotted with all crimes, in whom I see 


‘ Much that I love, and more that I admire, 
*‘ And all that I abhor’ 


fad I cannot, in repeating these words, fail to observe, how de- 
lighted that Christian poet would have been, had he lived to the 
present hour, and seen so much more in this metropolis, both of 
what he loved and what he admired; and with what pleasure he 
would have swept the lyre of poetry in sounding the praises of the 
Bible and Missionary Societies, and the success with which the 
Most High has crowned their efforts. 

I have often thought of the stimulus that has been given to the 
whole surrounding Christian world by the institutions that have 
within these few years been formed in this country. When we look 
around, and see the immense influence of Bible Societies and Mis- 
sionary Societies, and Tract Societies, throughout the whole earth, 
what British bosom does not glow, and bound with transport, 
to recollect that the impulse which has set all this moral machinery 
im motion was given in Britain? Who does not rejoice, that ae 
trumpet that has called forth this immense army of the living God, 
whose banner is the cross—whose march is silent and rapid—whose 
conquests are bloodless, and final tryamphs sure—was sounded from 
the shores of his native island? There was a time, in the ministry 
of our Saviour, when certain Greeks said to Philip, ‘ Sir, we would 
see Jesus.’ And when the message was delivered to the blessed Re- 
deemer, he said, ‘'The hour is come, that the Son of man should 
be glorified: verily, verily, I say unto you, except a corn of wheat 
fall into the ground and die, it abideth alone; but if it die, it bring- 
eth forth much fruit.’ The corn of wheat fell into the ground, and 
died, and it abode not alone, it brought forth much fruit. "The lit- 
tle handful that immediately arose from it, was sown on the tops of 
the mountains of Judea; and it has shaken in the course of time 
with rous fruit; and the whole earth is now filled with its 

t produce. We rejoice in the extension of the Saviour’s 
kingdom; we rejoice that, while engaged in it, we have no reason 
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to doubt with regard to its issue. Who can now call in question 
the propriety of missionary exertions? or, who will now: dispute the 
propriety of carrying forward those exertions with increasing vi- 
gour and enlargement of operation? We rejoice in anticipating a 
period, when all the ends of the earth shall see the salvation of our 
God: when the kingdoms of this world shall become the kingdoms 
of our Lord and of his Christ. I believe from my heart that, when 
the Saviour uttered the words which I before alluded to, he had 
present to his all-comprehensive mind a complete view of the histo- 
ry of the progress of the church to the close of time; that he saw 
the success of his gospel, which was soon to appear on the day of 
pentecost, and darted forward his omniscient eye, through succes- 
sive generations, taking in all thelabours of this and other Societies, 
and the effects thence resulting, even to the final consummation of al] 
things, when a multitude which no man can number shall be gather- 
ed out of all kingdoms, and people, and nations, and tongues, to 
celebrate the riches of redeeming grace. 


THE CHAIRMAN. 


You have, by the vote you have just passed, expressed your feel- 
ings on the tendency, nature, and success of the operations of the 
Society during the past year. But, my friends, it becomes us to 
ask, Who hath done those things of which we have heard? We 
cannot attribute them to the agents which have been employed, 
for that would be rearing in England that idolatry which we are 
desirous to suppress through all the world. It has therefore been 
judged expedient and becoming, by the Directors.who prepared and 
arranged the proceedings of this day, that, at this stage of the busi- 
ness a solemn and a humble expression be given by us, in our as- 
sociated capacity, to the great Author of all mercies, for the success 
with which he has been pleased*to favour the operations of this So- 
ciety during the past year. This is proposed to be done, by calling 
upon a reverend friend now present, to offer up in a brief manner, 
suitable expressions of thanksgiving to the God and Father of vur 
Lord Jesus Christ: and by singing a hymn which has been compo- 
sed for the occasion by a poetigal friend of the Society.— 


HYMN, 
COMPOSED FOR THE ANNIVERSARY OF THE MISSIONARY SOCIETY, 
BY J. MONTGQMERY, ESQ. 
And sung at Spa Fields Chapel, May 14th, 1818. 


* Let there be light :’--thus spake the Word ;) Nor we alone ; its ’wakening smiles 

The Word was God ;--‘ and there was light.’| Have broke the gloom of Nature's sleep ; 
—Still the creative voice is heard ; The word hath reach’d the Western isles ; 
A day is born from ev'ry night. The Spirit moves on yonder deep. 

And ev’ry night shall turn to day, Already from the dust of Death, 

While months, and years, and ages roll: {Man in his Maker's nage stands ; 

—But we have seen a brighter ray Once more inhales immortal breath, 
Dawn on the chaos of the Soul. And stretches forth to heaven his lands 
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to day. before our eyes, Assang the Morning Stars of old, 
Pagid tends the Work begun : Shouted the Sons of God for joy: 
—When shall the new Creation rise His widening reign while we bebold, 
O’er every land beneath the sun ? Let praise and pray’r our tongues employ. 
When, in the Sabbath of his love, Till the redeem’d, in ev'ry clime, 
Shall God from all his labours rest ; Yea, all that breathe, and move, and live, 
And bending from his throne above, To Christ, through ev’ry age of time, 
Again pronounce his creatures blest ? The Kingdom, Power, and Glory give. 


Prayer was then offered up by the Rev. John Mead Ray, of Sudbury. 


REV. DR. HENDERSON. 





In rising to move the resolution I have in my hand, I cannot but 
congratulate this Meeting on the present state, and the promising 
prospects of the London Missionary Society. Whether we reflect 
on the ability, the zeal, and the diligence of its Missionaries, the 
doors of entrance among the Heathens which the great Head of the 
church has opened before them ; or the ever growing facility for 
carrying on this great work from yearto year ; or whether we con- 
sider the increasing zeal which is manifested among the churehes, 
that spirit of prayer which the Holy Spirit of Jehovah has poured ovt 
upon his people, the contributions which have flewed during the 
past year into the treasury of this Society, the important Auxiliary 
Societies which have been formed in aid of it—I say, in what light 
soever we view the subject, we see abundant cause of congratulatio= 
for the signal biessings that have rested upon this Institution. Sure- 
ly, Sir, we are warranted to apply to ourselves those words of our 
adorable Redeemer which he addressed to his disciples when re- 
ferring to the propagation of his kingdom among men— Blessed 
are your eyes, for they see, and your ears, for they hear.’ We 
have been privileged to live ina day in which the zeal and the acti- 
vity of Christians have been aroused into action ; we have been call- 
ed to stand still and see the salvation of our God. We have seen 
him making bare his holy arm before the face of all nations. Our 
more immediate ancestors could scarcely have formed an idea of 
the possibility of what we now witness! They believed ancient pro- 
phecy, and made it the matter of their earnest prayer before God ; 

ut they appear not to have been penetrated with a sense of the im- 
perious duty binding upon Christians, at all times to endeavour, by 
every possible effort, to extend the true knowledge of salvation un- 
to these who are sitting in darkness, and in the region of the shadow 
of death. This privilege was reserved for us. It is our happy lot 
to be born in times in which the energies of the Christian | are 
called into action in behalf of the cause of Jesus, and to the help of 
the Lord against the mighty. Within afew years, how much has 
been effected for the extension of the gospel! Into how many coun- 
tries have the glad tidings of salvation been carried by the Miasicb- 
aries sent out from this and similar institutions ! 
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Let us look at Otaheite ; what has there been effected! These 
r idolaters, a few years ago, were sunk into the grossest sensua- 
ity, and appeared incapable of elevating their minds above the 
things of time or sense—now humbled in the dust, before Jehovah. 
The Hindoo too is forsaking the unsatisfactory doctrines of Bramah, 
sitting at the feet of Jesus, who was meek and lowly in heart, and re- 
ceiving the law at bis lips. The Chinese also is tearing frem the walls 
of his apartment his paper gods, throwing them into the fire, ac- 
knowledging Jehovah to be the only wise, and the only true God, 
The poor Hlottentot, sunk to the very lowest possible state of hu- 
man degradation, is elevated by the gospel, and takes his place 
among the children of God. 

It is impossible to turn your attention towards Asia without anti- 
cipating the greatest and most glorious results. And particularly, [ 
would advert to the Tartar nations, to whom, as you have heard this 
day, two valuable Missionaries have been sent. I say two Mission- 
aries, for I have the pleasure of being intimately acquainted with 
both, and with those who are united to them as partners in life. | 
had the pleasure last year of hearing Mr. Stallibrass, in St Peters- 
burg, bear testimony to the glory and excellence of Jesus ; and ne- 
ver shall I forget the impression that appeared to be made upon the 
audience there, when he, in the true spirit of a Missionary, took for 
his first text those words of the Apostle, ‘I am not ashamed of the 

1 of Christ,—for it is the power of God unto salvation, to every 
one that believeth.’ Mr. Rahmn was a Swedish clergyman in Gotten- 
burgh: I had the pleasure of being acquainted with him nearly five 
ees long had his heart been set apon missionary labours—long 

he desired the opportunity of coming over to this highly favour- 
ed country, and, if possible, to this more highly favoured metropolis, 
that he might aid in the labours of British Christians; and he had 
actually in prospect an advantageous situation in London ; but this 
he readily relinquished for the sake of carrying the Gospel to the 
Heathen. 

I conclude, Sir, by reading the resolution that has been put into 
my hands : 

Il. That the most grateful thanks of this Meeting be given to all 
who have contributed to the funds of this Society, especially to the 
ministers and congregations who have made collections—to the Trea- 
surers, Secretaries, Collectors, and Members of the Auxiliary Socie- 
ties, Ladies’ Societies, Juvenile Socigties, and other Associations ; and 
that they be earnestly requested to persevere in their active and zealous 
exertions. 


The resolution was seconded by the Rev. Jabez Bunting, of the Wes- 
leyan connexion :— 

To Judas the traitor, our blessed Saviour once addressed a very 
cuttin aa; when he said, ‘Wherefore art thou come?’ It is very 
possible that, after the enunciation you have done the honour to make 
of my particular connexion with another Missionary Society, some 
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present may be halfdisposed to ask me a similar question. I 
can assure you, Sir, and I can assure this respected audience, that I 
come with no traitorous intent, that [ come with no. hostile pu 3 
Hostile to this Society no person can be who is not hostile to the ge- 
neral cause of missions, in the promotion of which, God has honoured 
this Society, by calling it to take so very prominent and distinguished 
a part. Hostile to the cause of missions, I think, no man can be, who 


is not hostile to Christianity ; for I consider Christianity itself to be © 


nothing more than one grand comprehensive missionary establish- 
ment: whoever, therefore, is hostile to this cause, whatever he may 
say with his lips, is, verily believe, more or less an infidel at heart. 
But, perhaps it becomes me rather to say not so much why I come to 
attend this Meeting. I came indeed for the same purpose which the 
audience in general has in view ; I came to enjoy Chestan pleasure 

* —Christian edification. 1 came here to-day, because, on similar oc- 
casions in time past, | have derived, I trust, much permanent profit from 
attending your Meetings. ‘The question which it becomes me to an- 
swer, ic, What apology can I make for my presumption in thus pre- 
senting myself before this assembly, when surrounded by such men 
as those who now surround me: and why I have taken any part at 
all in the proceedings of the Meeting ? It was by the merest accident 
I was introduced to the platform ; and then the Directors of.the So- 
ciety did me the honour to request that I would second the motion 
which I hold in my hand. My heart would not allow me to refuse 
sucha pleasure. Lam glad to have this opportunity of testifying my res- 
pect for this Institution ; my ardent admiration of the zeal, industry, and 
patient perseverance, which the Officers of this Society have manifested 
for now twenty-three years; and my unfeigned sympathy withit, in those 
successes with which its labours have been crowned, in various parts of 
the world. Neither could I resist the inclination which I felt to embrace 
this opportunity for demonstrating my perfect concurrence in those 
sentiments which Dr. Bogue addressed to us in his opening speech; 
particularly those sentiments which relate to a proper and becoming 
conduct in Missionary Societies towards each other, who are all co- 
operating in the same field, labouring to accomplish the same great 
and common object,.by what are substantially the same means, 

I express with the greatest sincerity my earnest wish, that all Mis- 
sionary Societies may follow his judicious and parental advice, I 
trust the time will come when ‘ Ephraim will not envy Judah, nor Ju- 
dah vex Ephraim.’ It appears to me, Sir, that the success of one Mis- 
sionary Society is the success of every other that has Christian prin- 
ciples for its foundation. Lam sure [ have received great advantage from 
the publications of this Society, from the example of this Society, and 
from those accounts which it has been my felicity to hear from time 
to time of its success. Your zealhas provoked very many, encouraged 
many, and I trust will continue to do so, more and more. With res- 
pect to the motion that I am called to second, that it is the bounden 
duty, &c. I heartily concur in the sentiments expressed; I neverthe- 
less think that the Ministers and Congregations, and Aunilia- 


ie 


eee 4 








316 Speeches at the 24th Anniversary 


ry Societies, &c. have already received a stil] higher reward than 
this resolution, however cordially passed, can confer upon them: 
They have had their reward in their work. 

The gospel is essentially a missionary gospel—a_ gospel for all 
nations. And we never enter fully into its spirit till we are led to 
view it in this light, and place it in this light before our respective 
congregations. And I am persuaded that, while the congregations 
have so liberally assisted your funds, and, as instruments in the 
hands of God, have been watering others, they have been watered 
themselves. I trust that those to whom this refers, will consider the 
acknowledgments which this Society annually pays them, as a sort 
of additional obligation to be ‘ steadfast and immoveable, always 
abounding in the work of the Lord.’ It is no small honour to a mi- 
nister of congregation, or any auxiliary institution, to have the pub-, 
lic acknowledgments of a Society such as this, And, as in other 
cases, where there is honour, there is obligation : it becomes every 
minister, every congregation, every auxiliary institution to deserve, 
by additional exertions, the honour that is thus annually conferred. 

Much has been done by Missionary Societies in the cause of mis- 
sions : much yet remains to be done. Our various denominations 
have within their own power almost incredible means of enlarging 
their exertions, by increased contributions at home. Sir, when it is 
a well-known fact, that of the Drury Lane Theatre, the annual re- 
ceipts have been 80,000/. never falling below 60,000/.; when itis known 
that the lovers of those amusements in this metropolis have contributed 
so largely to the funds of one theatre only, in the course of one year; 
what eannot the friends of Jesus Christ do in all England, if their ener- 
gies be but properly excited, and if they are but alive, as they ought 
to be, to the honour of God, and the salvation of their fellow-men ’ 
Sir, I feel that I ought to apologize—I offer to God my hearty 
thanksgivings for your past successes, and my fervent petitions that 
they may be multiplied in time to come, till ‘the earth shall be {ill- 
ed with the knowledge of the Lord as the waters cover the sea.’ 


Rev. Mr. Eccues, (of Leeds.) 


As to the vote of thanks which this meeting has now passed to the 
subseribers, and active agents of this Society ; I have in the first place 
to observe, that it will afford me particular pleasure, when, after my 
return into the West Riding of Yorkshire, at the approaching anni- 
versary of that Auxiliary Society, of which I have the honour to be 
the Secretary, to communicate the thanks that have been now voted. 
At the same time, Mr. Chairman, allow me to hope that there is no 
such thing intended by this vote, as may be called an expression of 
compliment. We come together on these occasions not to compli- 
ment each other—we have other and higher purposes in view ; and 
I feel a degree of satisfaction that, if ever there was any reason, on 
former occasions, to complain on this subject, that it is now on the 
decline ; and that the day is fast approaching, when there will not 
be the least occasion for it. 
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Perhaps I may be allowed to express another hope, which is, that 
in the annual meetings of the poe Society, a vote of thanks pass- 
ed to Auxiliary Societies, an especially to the active agents in those 
Societies, is not intended to insinuate that those Societies are not 
in fact integral "co of this Society. Surely it is not to be for a mo- 
ment doubted, that all those who, in the various parts. of the country 
stand pledged to the interests of this Society, are as much the mem- 
bers of this Institution as those who happen to reside in the metro- 


polis. Having made these prefatory observations, I shall only add, - 


that what we have done, we have done under a deep impression that 
it was our imperious duty ; that God our Saviour called us to that 
duty ; and that we are bound, as the disciples of Jesus Christ, to do 
our utmost, in order that his gospel may be preached in all nations. 
When we consider what our Missionary brethren, who have left the 
conveniencies and comforts of home, are doing and suffering every 
day in foreign lands—we can searcely think that any thanks are 
due to those who are serving the Society ai home. And I would 
also observe, that we have found the advantage of the institution, in 
reference to our own immediate and domestic concerns. I know 
not a congregation in the West-Riding of Yorkshire, that has enter- 
ed heartily into the feelings, interests, and proceedings of the Mis- 
sionary Society, that is not at this day abundantly the better for it. 
I can testify here, to the glory of God, respecting one congregation, 
with the interests of which I am best acquainted, that we have abun- 
dantly profited by the measures which, in reference to this Society, 
we have seen it necessary to adopt. And, Sir, we look forward to 
the great day, when the secrets of all hearts shall be judged, and when 
every man shall have praise of God. And though we are encourag- 
ed by the expression we have received of the grateful and affectionate 
feeling of our brethren, yet we rejoice particularly in the antici 
tion of that Divine and gracious plaudit—* Well done, good and 
faithful servants, enter ye into the joy of your Lord.’ 
Res. Ill. That this Meeting, deeply sensible of the importance of 
voluntary associations among the friends of the Redeemer, in pro- 
motion of the cause of missions, not only as affording the most effi- 
cient support to the funds of this Society, but as tending to diffuse 
among British Christians a due sense of their obligations to send 
the gospel to Heathen nations, do earnestly press upon the attention 
of the brethren throughout the united kingdom the duty of extend- 
ing as far as possible such associations. They beg leave also to re- 
commend the formation of Female Associations for this 
wherever they can with propriety be introduced ; the pious zeal of 
some female Christians, both in town and country, having already 
proved highly beneficial. ) 
The Rev. Mr. Berry, of Warminster, moved the above resolutions 


but wishing to give place to his elder brethren, he modestly declined en- 
ing on the sulject of it. 


t. John Wilks, who seconded the motion, 
[after dwelling at some length upon the vast and wonderful powers 
of the human soul, and of its infinite value in reference to eternity, 
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proceeded to say]—lIt is under this conviction of the value of the sou! 
of man, that this Society has been organized. And I must be allowed 
to say, that, If all the energies of the Society—if all the money which 
ithas expended—all the prayers that have been offered—all the labours 
of all the various institutions which it has contributed to originate, had 
been instrumental! but to the salvation of one soul, that effort would 
have been worthy of Christian benevolence, and acceptable to our 
Saviour and our God. And when we connect with that reflection, 
the multitude of those who now are perishing for lack of knowledge 
—the many millions of the human faée who are perpetually sinking 
into a state of eternal wretchedness and torinent—when we think 
how perpetually the human race are increasing, and doubling their 
sepidetoe ; we then feel, that no efforts which can be made, can be 
too great, too arduous or important, in order to carry the measures 
of such a Society as this into instantaneous effect. It is therefore, Sir, 
that I second this motion with peculiar pleasure. 


Rev, Joun Puuap, (of Aberdeen.) 


Mr. Philip began by obsérving, that when our Lord made his last 
journey to vtec ay the whole city was moved ; so, when Christ ap- 
pears to be a aching to establish his kingdom throughout the 
world, the biphad at langle is in motion. a . 

Our Fathers (said he) told us the great things which they had seen; 
but we have seen far greater things than they. The work of God 
is In progress ; it is in operation, and will gradually destroy all op- 

tion—every link in the chain of caste—the influence of every false 
deity, and will finally change the character of the interesting popula- 
tion of India. I was happy to observe in your Report, that the ci- 
vilization of Africa is carried on in conjunction with the labours of 
the Missionaries. When the Lord created man, he placed him in 
the of Eden ; and he was to labour in that garden with his 
hands : if this was the case with man in a state of innocence, lov 
much more should we think it necessary that the Heathen should be 
taught to eultivate the earth, and be instructed in those employments 
which are connected with civilization in the present state of man! 
Your Report contained, also, an interesting account of Russia.—Bu' 
1 will not detain you longer : I only remark, that I consider it as @ 
high honour to be connected in any measure with this Society. And 
that, when the Angel of the covenant shall descend to enlighten the 
earth with his gfory—when we shall see how much the labours of this 
Society have added to the numbers of the redeemed, aid promoted 
the happiness of Heaven : it will be found a higher honour to have 
been an Officer or Director of this Society, than to have occupied the 
most elevated station in the world. 


Rev. E. Youne, (of Whitby.) 


In rising to second the motion, permit me simply to state the joy 
which I feel in common with my brethren in the glad tidings this day 
communicated ; particularly the glad tidings of the distant islands o! 
the South Sess : and in connexion with these tidings, allow me to cal! 
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upon you, to look back to that period when these islands were first 
brought to the knowledge of the civilized world. What were the de- 
signs of those who first discovered them? The great design of those 
who went thither was to enlarge the field of human rye: Ma 

! how 


discover new sources for commercial enterprise : but 

God has overruled the designs of men for the accomplishment of his 
own gracious purposes. I might go on to notice not only how the 
commendable designs of men, but the designs of men hostile to truth, 
have been overruled by God, for the advancement of his own king-. 
dom : but at this late hour I will simply express my humble concur- 
rence with the motion that has now been made, 


ANNIVERSARY COLLECTIONS, May 1818. 

Surrey Chapel, 422/ 12s 10d—Tabernacle, 178! 9s Od—Albion 
Chapel, 28/ 0s Od—-Spa Fields Do. 116/ 17s 3d—Tottenham Court 
Do. 1461 14s O0d—St. Bride’s Church, 1311 0s 9¢—Sion Chapel, 
1161 1s Od—Silver Street Do. 371 10s 3d—Orange Street Do. 85! 
0s Od.—Total, 1262/ 5s 1d. 


i 
FOR THE CHRISTIAN HERALD. 
Extract of a letter from Liverpool, dated Jan. 7, 1818. 

“ A circumstance oceurred during the last month relative to the Missionaries, 
of a very serious nature,—“ Sir Alexander Johnstone, Lord Chief Justice in 
the Island of Ceylon, (who is a very warm friend of the Missionaries on that 
Island,) is just arrived in England, and has brought with him two of the prin- 
cipal priests of Budhu, (the name of the god which the natives worship,) they 
had read the gospels which are translated into their language, and their 
belief in the religion of Budhu was considerably shaken. They read the 

els over again, and came to the resolution of renouncing the worship of Bud- 
ie and embracing Christianity. They had read, that except a man give i 
houses and lands, &c. for the sake of Christ, he cannot be his disciple ; 
understanding this in a literal sense, they immediately parted with the lands 
which had been appropriated for their suppert; and understanding the Chief 
Justice was coming to England, they waited upon him to request he would 
bring them with him te England, the land of Christians. They told him they 
read that Jesus Christ chose fishermen for his apostles, they said that they 
were of the caste of fishermen, and that perhaps Jesus Christ would send 
them to preach his Gospel. Sir A. Johnstone did not enc e their goi 
to England, told them he had no authority to take them; that the would be 
a great expense to the committee whe manage the Missions, and that there 
was no room in the vessel. They repeatedly waited upon him, and said they 
would go in the steerage if he would but allow them. Still he diseouraged 
them, and when he was on board, and the vessel actually under way, they 
took a boat from the shore and went along side the vessel, and in the 
most importunate manner he would take them along with him ; he con- 
sented, and they came in the steerage. They are placed under the care of 
Dr, Clark at Millbrook, about 10 miles from Liverpool, and discover the 
greatest genius. They are learning the English language, and seem most 
anxious to be made Christians. Dr. Clark labours to impress upon their 
minds, that they must be made Christians at the heart, ey anxiously in- 
quire how long it will be before they are Christians at the heart. One is about 
23 om of age, the other about 25, They still wear their robes, which are 
yellow, and are worn thrown over one shoulder, the other left bare. If they 
should become acquainted with true religion, and ultimately preachers of it, 
far roumee to be of considerable service in instructing other Missionaries in 

» &e. &e. and in preaching the Gospel to their idolatrous 

coun . I feel a very strong desire to see them, but they have not ap- 
peared in public, and very few persons have access to them.” 











320 Contributions to the American Bible Society. 


The Treasurer of the American Bible Society has acknowledged the receipt of 
§ 4183 37 for the month of July, 1818: a follows, viz — 


From the Newark Bible Society, New-Jersey. Mr. James Crane, Treas § 150 
Springield Female Auxiliary B. S.—by Miss H. L. Marray, Treasurer - 450 


Id B. 8. Kentucky—by Richard Cocke, Esq. Treasurer - 100 
gton B.S. Penn.—by Thos. Hoge, Esq. ove. for 1817 : 100 
bs Weshtgtn the same for 1818 - 100 
Franklin B. 5., Mass.—by Messrs. T. Strong, and G. Grennell Junr. - 50 
Berkshire B. S. Mass.—by Mr. Joseph Wondiniige-+-qeale senphen revenue 140 
Louisiana B. S.—by Alfred Hennen Esq. 500 
Hampden B. S, Mass.—by Mr. Danl. Bontecou, Treasurer, forBibles _.- 150 
Union B. S. of Burke County, Geo.—by Mr. Alexr. Carter do.  - . 150 
Vermont B. 8.—by Jeduthun Loomis Esq. do. : - 450 
Elizabethtown Aux. B. S. N. J.—by Mr. D, Meeker 100 
Fem. Bible and Tract Soc. of Newburyport, Mass. by Mr. A. Perking, a donation 20 
Fem. Charitable Soc. of Pomfret, Conn—by Mrs. E. Porter do. 13 50 


Fem, Cent Soc. of Hanover, N. J. for the translations—by Mr. E: P. Swift 7 
A coll. made by Mr. J. King, of Clinton, Jones Co. Geo. Saptecas, to ~. Raye y 
From a friend—inclosed to Mr. John E. Caldwell. = - 


And the following sums, to constitute the following Ministers members for life : 
Rev. Elnathan Walker, Pastor of the Congregational Church in etate-=37 the 


Fem. Aux. B. S. of Cortland County, N. ¥. - 30 
Rev. Alfred Bennet, Pastor of the t Charch in Homier—by the same 30 
Rev. James Tafts, of Brattleboro’, Vt. by—thro’ Messrs. Fitch, Goodwin, & Co. 30 
Rev. Chas. W. Milton, of Newburyport,—by Females of his Society 30 


Rev. Chas. A Boardman—by Ladies of the Society of New Preston, Conn. 83 
Rev. Robt. H. Bishop, Professor of Logic and Moral Philosophy, in the Tran- 


sylvania University—by young gentlemen under his instraction. - 30 
Rev James Taylor—by the Fem. Association of Sunderland, Mass. - $0 
Rev. Benj. B. ton—by ladies of Skaneatiles, N.Y. - : art 39 
Rev. ~~ Seerery ladies of the Cong: of Norfolk, Conn. - - 30 
Rev. Levi Parsons—by Fem. Charity Soc. of Marcellus,N.Y. — - -, 380 


Rev. Stephen Mason—by ladies of First Soc. in Washington County, N. Y. 32 
Rev. Jone Saduieee—Dy Fem. Soc. of Buffaloe, Washn. County, Penn. 30 
Rev. Matthew Brown, of Washington Pa.—by a few ladies of his congregation 30 
Also, in addition to the 20 Dolls, contributed Getare; for the Rey. H. baxter, a" 
thé Wilksbarre. Fem. B. S. the further sum of 
Also from Mr. William Ladd, of Minot, Maine, as a meuibes for life - 30 
And from Mr. John Adriance, of Harlem, N. Y. his annval subscription - 3 


From J. E. Caldwell, Agent of the Society, ree'd by himin July for 
Bibles New- Testaments sold, as follows: 





From the Marine B. S. of New-York, by Mr. N. Taylor - § 242 
Orange B. S., N. ¥—by Mr. C. T. Blauvelt, - . 19 57 
Blizabethtown Female B. S.—by Mr: G. C. Seber . 10 05 
Orange B. S., N. J.—by Rev. Asa Hillyer - 50 
Methodist Society —by Rev. J. Soule - - 554 50 
St. Lawrence Fem. B.S. Mrs. L. Rossel to Dr. R. - 50 
Madrid Fem. B. Sry Mp Stone . - 46 90 
Woodbridge Fem. B. 5,—by Mrs. N. Allen . 23 45 
New-York B. S. Mr. C. Heyer : 102 50 
B.S. of Salem and Vicinity, Mass ~-by Mr. ha Stone - 8S 
Sundry individuals - 33 90 
1245 87 
eee — 
> 4183 37 


We have been informed that the following donations have been recently received by the 
Treasurer of the General , in aid of the Funds of the Theological Seminary of the 
Reformed Dutch Church > 


From the logical Schoo! Society of Kingston = - - = gg 2 
+o Some ny Cent Society of Kingston - . - : 35 
the Bergentown Female Cent neon : ° > 67 50 
the Juvenile Cent Society of - - 20 


2 
35 


the Female Cent Society Yo Six ‘le Run in New Jersey 
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